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Mrs. Nightingale clung fondly to the illusion that
her daughter would grow out of so abnormal an
ambition. Although the Italian trip had not
worked the miracle for which she had hoped.3
Mrs. Nightingale still pinned her faith to foreign
travel. When, therefore, the Bracebridges, who
valued Florence's company, invited her to accom-
pany them to the East for*a few months, in the
autumn, of 1849,5 ^rs- Nightingale urged accept-
ance of the offer. Florence saw her chance at
last. She would go to Italy, Egypt, and Greece
with the Bracebridges ; but she insisted that on the
way back she should \isit the home of her ambi-
tions - Fliedaer's institution at Kaiserwerth on
the Rhine,